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Headlines 
 

 Best Garden Plants for Wildlife survey. We are delighted with the take up for our pilot survey, 
attempting to put some rigour to the lists of plants you see recommended for wildlife (see page 2). If 
you'd like to take part, there's still time: email survey@wlgf.org.   

 

 We'd like you to do one little thing: send this newsletter to someone you think might be interested, 
and invite them to join the Forum. Remember membership is free - all they need to do is email 
members@wlgf.org. 

 

 Original content: As well as this newsletter being a summary of wildlife gardening related news 
from around the UK, we are delighted to be increasing the amount of original content, such as Val 
Bourne's piece about lacewings. This is YOUR newsletter, reaching increasing numbers of people, 
both professionals in the field and ‘home gardeners’ with a passion for wildlife, so if you have stories 
to share, email news@wlgf.org.  

 

 London Natural History Museum garden: your opportunity to reply.  The museum has now 
submitted a planning application for their 'landscaping' of the NHM grounds, which we know would 
be catastrophic for the wildlife garden. To view the application and supporting documents, and to 
make a comment, go here. Please bear in mind that if you are commenting, you have to do so on 
planning grounds, otherwise it may be disregarded. This guide to planning objections may be useful. 
The Trustees of the Wildlife Gardening Forum have submitted a comprehensive objection here. 
 

_________________________________________________ ___________________________________  
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https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/planning/searches/details.aspx?adv=0&simple=natural+history+museum&simpleBatch=20&simSubmit=Search&id=ARB/16/03150&cn=200817+Deloitte+Real+Estate+Athene+Place+66+Shoe+Lane+020+7007+9000&type=application&tab=tabs-planning-1#tabs-plan
http://planninglawblog.blogspot.co.uk/p/how-to-object.html
https://app.box.com/s/qd1c3gyufibzhv70gttjwq25go55lifh
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Forum News 
 

Best Garden Plants for Wildlife study 
The Forum's pilot study is underway, seeking to better establish the value of a wide range of garden 
plants for wildlife. We were delighted with the number of people who have come forward to take part, 
and we plan to collect the survey forms in the autumn and analyse the results next winter. 
 
If you'd like to take part, it's not too late - we're now in the prime season for observing insects. 
Participants receive a long list of garden plants that have, at some point, been claimed to be good for 
wildlife. You then rate those plants you have first-hand experience of on a simple scale for different 
groups of insects. Email survey@wlgf.org to join up. 
 
Will the results match 'hearsay' and 'received wisdom' or will it throw up some surprises? It will be 
fascinating to see.   
 

____________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Forum Conference breaks out of London!  
In response to your pleas in our SurveyMonkey to hold some of our conferences outside London, our 
Summer Conference this year (on 22 June) was held at a venue opposite Crewe railway station, placing it 
on the rail network from around the country. 
 
The theme was 'Educating the next generating of wildlife gardeners', with excellent talks, a really 

Are snapdragons really as 

good for bees as you'd be 

led to believe? We aim to 

find out.  
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encouraging amount of networking among those present, and a surprise visit and impromptu speech by 
Chris Baines. 
 
Thanks to all who came, and the Conference Proceedings are due to be sent out later this month.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Twitter and Facebook 

At the last count, we had 659 Facebook members (up from 400 in April) and 296 Twitter followers (up 
from 200) - yes, the Forum continues to grow apace. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Wildlife-friendly Gardens 
We are continuing to collate a list of wildlife-friendly gardens open to the public. New for the list this 
issue are: 

 Scampston Hall (North Yorkshire). Although not specifically promoted as a wildlife garden, the 
herbaceous borders by Piet Oudolf are exceptional for bumblebees.   

 Ryton Organic Gardens (Coventry) (below). Principally a demonstration garden for all things organic, 
it nevertheless showcases a range of things to do for wildlife. 
 

 
 
Those already on the list are: 

 NGS gardens: Briarcroft (Cleveland); The Old Vicarage, Shaftesbury (Dorset); Ivy House Garden, 
Piddletrenthide (Dorset); Castell Cwrt, Abergavenny (Gwent).  

 RSPB Flatford Wildlife Garden, Suffolk. 
 
Send details of those you are aware of, including a brief description and details of why they are 
especially wildlife-friendly, to news@wlgf.org. 
____________________________________________________________________________________   
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Events and Calendar 
 

 Friday 15 July to Sun 7 August 2016:  Big Butterfly Count  
Butterfly Conservation's annual count of butterflies and day-flying moths. 
 

 29-30 July. RSPB Big Wild Sleepout. Swap your home for nature’s home with a bit of back garden 
camping and discover a secret world of wildlife. 
 

 Saturday 30 and Sunday 31 July 2016: Gardening for Bees Festival, Ryton Organic Gardens, 
Warwickshire, CV8 3LG. A free-entry festival with talks from experts including Steven Falk, Brigit 
Strawbridge and Andrew Salisbury. Following the talks, you can spend the afternoon exploring the 
organic gardens and bee-themed stalls, or take part in a free workshop. This free event is funded by 
the Heritage Lottery Fund as part of the Blooms for Bees project, and is open to all. Go to Blooms for 
Bees to register for walks and talks.  
 

 24-30 October 2016:  RHS/Wildlife Trusts Wild About Gardens Week, this year in collaboration with 
the Bat Conservation Trust. It includes something to get on with now -  a ‘Plant a bat feast’ photo 
competition. Choose a gorgeous range of flowers and features that attract insects which in turn are 
food for bats: plant, watch them grow, send in your photo! Find inspiration on which are the best 
insect-friendly plants on the ‘Stars of the Night’ guide , or use the RHS Perfect for Pollinators list. It 
doesn’t matter how big or small your plant display is! 
 

 23 November 2016 Wildlife Gardening Forum Conference, with an international theme, at the 
Natural History Museum, London. Fill details and booking form in due course, but hold the date, this 
will be one not to miss! 

 
 
Would you like your event to be featured here? Email news@wlgf.org  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

  

Great Banded Hoverfly on Hogweed  

http://www.bigbutterflycount.org/about
https://ww2.rspb.org.uk/discoverandenjoynature/bigwildsleepout?gclid=CjwKEAjwqdi7BRCL6Zmjk5-rsTwSJABmrVabACEhWPPjT6e2Kd-Di7_oQ2BMo34a3GJpvRRn8F5JdBoCmNvw_wcB
http://www.bloomsforbees.co.uk/
http://www.bloomsforbees.co.uk/
http://www.wildaboutgardensweek.org.uk/
http://www.wildaboutgardensweek.org.uk/Downloads/wag-stars-of-the-night.pdf
mailto:news@wlgf.org


5 
 

Wildlife Gardening Research 
 
How do bats cope in the urban environment? 

Despite the large (and growing) area of cities, and the complex spatial world within them, little is known 
about how this affects the distribution of wildlife. Using data from the UK's National Bat Monitoring 
Programme, researchers assessed how two cryptic European bat species (Common and Soprano 
Pipistrelles) respond to the urban landscape. 
 
A total of 124 × 1 km2 sites throughout Britain were surveyed. The landscape surrounding each site was 
mapped and classified into landscape types (eg woodland), and an assessment was made of whether 
this affected the distribution of the two species according.  
 
The results showed that Soprano Pipistrelles in urban landscapes were more prevalent where there was 
a higher density of rivers and lakes and in wooded urban landscapes, whereas Common Pipistrelles 
preferred landscapes comprising a high proportion of green space (eg parklands). Urbanisation was 
found to have a strongly negative effect on Common Pipistrelles at a relatively local scale (1 km).  
 
These results show differential habitat use at a landscape scale of two morphologically similar species, 
and that even species considered relatively common and well adapted to the urban landscape may 
respond negatively to the built environment. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Slippery slope continues for Hedgehogs  
Results from the RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch this year, which included questions about other garden 
wildlife, showed that only 25% of people see hedgehogs in their garden at least once a month, around 
three percentage points less than 2015. The number of people who have never seen a hedgehog in their 
garden rose to 24%.  
 
A similar survey by BBC Gardeners’ World magazine in February found the number of people who saw 
hedgehogs in their gardens last year had fallen by 10%. 
 
The Hedgehog population is estimated to be less than 1 million, down from more than 30 million in the 
1950s. One-third of this loss is thought to have taken in the past 10 years. A 2015 report found rural 
populations had declined by at least a half and urban populations by up to a third since 2000.  
 
Their long-term but poorly understood decline is attributed to the loss and fragmentation of their 
habitat in Britain’s towns and countryside, death on roads, and intensive farmland that provides few 
good foraging or nesting sites. The rising number of badgers, their natural predator, has also been cited 
as a possible cause.  
  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Using citizen science to monitor pollination services 

Pollination by insects is increasingly being recognised as an 'ecosystem service', ie the workings of 
nature benefiting human society.  A study by Linda Birkin and Dave Goulson aimed to test whether 
citizen science can be used to "quantify pollination services" at a national scale. 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ece3.1996/full
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Volunteers were recruited to grow Broad Beans and then exclude 
bees from some plants, hand pollinate others, and let bees pollinate 
the rest. The participants were then asked to quantify the yield. 
 
Of an initial 551 volunteers, 176 remained engaged with the project. 
The results were published in Ecological Entomology, and suggest that 
pollination services for Broad Beans are currently not limiting in 
gardens or allotments in the UK; in other words, there are enough 
pollinators currently to adequately pollinate Broad Bean crops. Also, it 
proved that it is possible and relatively cost-effective to recruit 
volunteers to collect data on pollination deficits using this protocol, 
and could be adopted as a national monitoring scheme for pollination 
services. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Urban Great Tits die young  
Researchers from Lund University in Sweden have found that 
Great Tits living in an urban environment are at greater risk of 
dying young than those living outside cities. The results 
showed that urban great tits have shorter telomeres (the 
region at the end of a chromosome) than those in rural areas.  
 
The length of the telomeres is a kind of age biomarker - short 
telomeres mean short life expectancy. The induced stress that 
the urban great tits experience is thought to cause the shorter 
telomeres and thereby increase their risk of dying young. 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Wildlife Gardening and Citizen Science 
 

Log your Swift sightings 
Breeding swift numbers dropped by 42% between 1995-
2013. We're now in peak Swift season, with birds due to 
head back to Africa by the first week in August, which 
makes it the prime time to record them at their nestsites.  
 
The RSPB's Swift Survey webpages have had a complete 
overhaul to improve their functionality and make it easier 
to use and interrogate records. The revisions and 
improvements should now make it more effective as a 
planning toolkit for developers to help identify and target 
the protection and provision of nests. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/een.12227/full
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/06/160620112028.htm
https://emisapps57.erm.com/Rspb/Home/SubmitRecord
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Spot a Bee in Cardiff 

The Centre for Ecology and Hydrology and Cardiff University is asking for people to send in photos of 
bees using flowers in the city, to help determine if towns, parks and suburban back gardens can serve as 
an oasis for them. Upload your photos at their website here. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Create your personalised garden plan with the RSPB  
The RSPB's Giving Nature a Home project now has a webtool that helps select the activities that will best 
help wildlife where you live and appropriate to your type of garden. You'll answer a couple of simple 
questions about your garden and how much time and help you've got, and it will generate six activities 
that are likely to be appropriate to your garden and should help wildlife. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Are Hummingbird Hawkmoths colonising the UK? 
Butterfly Conservation is asking wildlife-watchers to 
watch out for Hummingbird Hawkmoths this summer, in 
order to find out if this striking European insect is 
colonising the UK. 
 
It is increasingly likely that the moths, which typically 
visit from continental Europe during the summer, may 
be spending the winter in sheltered spots or even 
greenhouses in southern England. The survey is part of 
National Moth Night and sightings can be reported here 
- click the Submit your records here button, where you 
will need to create a log-in. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Ladybird Challenge 

A team involving Stirling University, NERC and 
the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology is running a 
project to investigate whether the natural 
balance between the 7-spot Ladybird and its 
wasp parasite Dinocampus coccinellae has been 
disrupted by the arrival of the Harlequin 
Ladybird. 
  
The challenge is for you to find 7-spot Ladybirds 
and record whether or not they have been 
attacked by the Dinocampus wasp, which can be 
told because an affected ladybird will have a 
seed-shaped cocoon between its legs. Records 
can be entered using the online form on the 
project webpages. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

http://spotabee.buzz/home
https://ww2.rspb.org.uk/makeahomeforwildlife/givenatureahomeinyourgarden/
http://www.mothnight.info/www/
https://ladybirdchallenge.co.uk/
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What's Under Your Feet? 
We know little about the distribution of soil invertebrates across Britain or which factors influence their 
abundance such as climate and soil type. The British Trust for Ornithology, supported by EDF Energy, is 
engaging schools to help provide some of the answers. By digging randomly selected turf samples from 
school playing fields, schools can hopefully provide the information to help the BTO relate long-term 
declines in some familiar bird species to climate change. Learn more about the What's Under Your Feet? 
project at the Pod website. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Plants for Pollinators survey  
Scientists from the RHS and the University of Bristol are conducting an online survey between now and 
September into which pollinator friendly plants are being grown in UK gardens. It is hoped that the data 
gained from this survey will enable prioritisation of future research into the quality of resources 
provided by garden plants for pollinators and also inform revisions of pollinator-friendly planting 
recommendations. Gardeners will also be asked to nominate plants that are not already present on 
either the RHS Perfect for Pollinator garden plants or wildflower lists.  
   
This survey was developed following the results of a pilot study which ran in early 2016, which was 
completed by over 300 participants from across the UK.  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wildlife Gardening Policy 
 

Devon County Council aims to cease neonicotinoid use 
Devon County Council has pledged to protect bees from harmful pesticides on council land. Council 
officers will now explore the practicalities of implementing a ban, including which parts of the council 
estate it can apply to. 
 
Friends of the Earth, Devon Wildlife Trust, Buglife and Devon WI were all part of a coalition of groups 
calling on the council to make the ban. Campaigners expect a complete prohibition on most of the 
council's land, including its country parks and nature reserves. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Greater London National Park City Foundation established 

The moves to establish London as the world’s first National Park City are gathering pace. For the short 
term, our very own Steve Head has taken on the role of chair.  Expect lots of mileage for London based 
Forum members in this initiative.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Award for peat-free champion 

Rachel Bradley, B&Q's sustainability guru, was awarded Guardian Sustainable Business Unsung Hero of 
the Year 2016 for her work to move the company to 100% responsibly-sourced timber and towards all 
products being peat-free. She also adopted the RHS Perfect for Pollinators label to help customers 
choose the best flowers for butterflies and bees. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.bto.org/news-events/news/2015-05/bto-working-edf-energy-see-whats-under-your-feet
http://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/RHSp4pSurvey
https://www.buglife.org.uk/news-&-events/news/devon-county-council-congratulated-on-bee-harming-pesticides-ban-commitment#sthash.gtt8AahE.dpuf
http://www.nationalparkcity.london/
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Plantlife urges caution when sowing wildflower seed  
New advice from Plantlife highlights the risks of sowing wildflower seed, especially in the countryside. It 
argues that sowing nectar or seed mixes is more like a sugar hit than a long-term healthy diet for our 
wider countryside. 
 
It explains that: 

 Sowing wildflower seed mixes doesn't conserve wildflowers 

 In some places, it can even be bad news for our native flora, threatening the natural genetic 
variation of our flora and the distinctiveness of local landscapes 

 Seed mixes and their quick fix solution don't deal with the causes of wide-scale wildflower decline.  
 
Plantlife has sent its new guidance to hundreds of organisations, businesses and landowners across 
England, Scotland and Wales with a plea for a more balanced approach to managing the countryside and 
the health of our wildlife. 
 
Dr Deborah Long explains, ""Plantlife is not advocating no wildflower seeding but simply a more 
balanced approach. In many places, a change in management will bring wild flowers back naturally from 
the buried seed bank."  
  
Plantlife recommends that we:  
• Protect remaining fragments of wildflower-rich habitat so species can spread from these  
• Restore surrounding areas by allowing natural regeneration from the soil seedbank, or by using 

natural seeding techniques such as green hay or seed collected locally.  
• Link flower rich habitats across landscapes so that species can spread by natural colonisation.  
• Where there is no wildflower seed bank, and no chance of wildflower colonisation from 

adjacent habitats, then use locally collected seed. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 

http://www.plantlife.org.uk/uploads/documents/Wild_in_Wildflower.pdf
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Garden Wildlife 

Lacewings 
by Val Bourne 
 

I know I have lacewings in my garden in the Cotswolds and I love to see them. They’re the nearest thing 
to fairies in the garden and I love the fine tracery on their huge wings and their tiny metallic eyes. They 
creep into the house in winter. And, when the wind removed half of the roofing felt on the garden shed 
during a winter storm, hundreds clung to the bare wood before finally relocating.  
 
Most of them were green lacewings, possibly Chrysoperla carnea. However there are 14 species of green 
lacewing and 29 brown species and I’m no entomologist so I can’t tell them apart. I do have a lot 
because my garden is surrounded by mature trees and I’m fairly sure that my lacewings stay mainly in 
the leafy canopy. I rarely see them among my garden plants.  
 
Years ago I read a book written in the early years of the 20th century. It was before the First World War 
when large houses employed lots of gardeners. The author was a young trainee and one part fascinated 
me more than any other. The young lad described being sent out, cap in hand, to find lacewing ‘lions’ to 
bring into the aphid-infested vinery. He described their hairy faces and ridged bodies. I set myself the 
task of finding my own lacewing ‘lions’, as he called them, in my organically run garden.  
 
My quest started in the year 2000, roughly a century after the book was written. I approached every 
aphid colony with hopeful curiosity. I managed to find the usual suspects. There were 7-spot ladybird 
eggs, groups of 30 mustard coloured torpedoes stacked on end, and larvae and ladybirds aplenty. There 
were ivory-white oval eggs, laid singly, belonging to hoverflies. There were mummified aphids, brown 
blobs with neatly-formed holes, that had been parasitised by parasitoid wasps, species of Aphidius. I 
always welcome an aphid colony, because it can be so interesting to see what happens.   
 
Sadly there were no lacewing  ‘lions' for me. But the Best Beloved, who is a short-sighted scientist who 
sees anything close as large, did find one in 2003. It was feasting on aphids, tossing them up in the air 
one at a time. It was on scabious and I set about setting up the camera and gently untwining the stems 
to get a better shot, which you can see below.  
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There were two scabious-like plants next to each other, with intertwining stems. One was our British 
native, Field Scabious (Knautia arvensis). This is the blue scabious so often seen on dry verges. It is loved 
by insects, particularly Six-spot Burnet Moths (Zygaena filipendulae). We grow it in the garden as an 
early bee plant, although it needs assiduously dead heading to prevent unwanted seedlings.  
 
Next door was a later flowering scabious with larger, frillier flowers - Scabiosa caucasica. It’s a great cut 
flower and performs in July and August, after the Field Scabious has been cut back. The seeds of  S. 
caucasica  were collected from the Caucasus in 1803 and sent to George Loddiges, owner of a famous 
Hackney in what was then a village outside London. It soon became a cut flower success.  
 
As I unwound the stems of these two scabious plants I noticed that the aphids were only on the stems of 
our British native  Knautia arvensis. There were none at all on the alien plant, Scabiosa caucasicus, 
although the stems touched. Sap suckers seem to prefer native plants, or certainly so in this case. I 
watched my lacewing ‘lion’ with sheer delight having been looking for him for several years. This is the 
allure of a natural garden. It has a living dimension that you can study. 
 
I like to complete a lifecycle when I observe something and I was determined to look for lacewing eggs, 
but I knew these would be difficult to find because lacewings suspend their tiny eggs on slender stalks. I 
had to wait another 15 years to see them and again I have to thank the myopia of the Best Beloved. He 
spotted them near an aphid colony close to the house. The eggs were suspended from a scabious 
flower. A perfect work of art. 
 

 
 
Suppliers of biological control say that lacewing lions also eat the eggs of mealy-bugs, spider mites, 
leafhopper nymphs, caterpillar eggs, scales, thrips and white-flies. They also attack the adult pest stage 
as well, if the bodies are soft enough and the insect is slow moving. The larvae feed for between one 
and three weeks before they become adults and then they eat only nectar and honeydew. There’s 
plenty of the latter in my trees judging by my sticky windscreen.  
 
It’s another brick in my wall of learning. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Gardens - the place to find rare wildlife! 

Reporting in the Sussex Biodiversity Records Centre newsletter, Patrick Roper reports how in a hedge a 
couple of metres from his back door in Sedlescombe, East Sussex, he has found the "rather handsome" Privet 
Sawfly (Macrophya punctumalbum) wandering about on the leaves, which is probably a first for Sussex.  
 
"There is a thin spread of records across the southern part of Britain," writes Patrick, "And it is widespread in 
Surrey, so it is probably simply under-recorded in Sussex." 
 
"This record shows the value of walking round the house several times a day and looking out for anything 
interesting. It helps one to see things that would otherwise have been missed as in the wider countryside the 
eye is drawn on to more interesting looking sites." 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wildlife Gardening in Practice  
 
Wildlife comes to the fore at Gardeners World Live  
 
Two Silver Merit Award-winning show gardens at this year's Gardeners World Live at the NEC, 
Birmingham, showed how wildlife can be incorporated throughout a garden, whether you are looking 
for a rustic look or something more contemporary. 
 
The Green Connection (below) was created by Genesis Landscapes and designed by Jean Wardrop and 
Alexandra Stevenson, and endorsed by the RSPB. It demonstrated how wildlife can be encouraged into a 
contemporary style garden, 
through planting, careful 
detailing, and especially by 
connecting individual 
gardens to one another. 
Even the mortar on the 
symmetrical planters has 
solitary bee holes drilled 
into it. 
 
Meanwhile, the Urban 
Nature, created by The 
Gardenmakers, and 
designed by Claudia de 
Yong, showed how it is 
possible to create a small, 
natural oasis in the heart of 
a city environment, enjoying 
all the elements usually associated with a much larger garden. 
 
Both gardens were showcasing the work of the Association of Professional Landscapers. Having the 
Association's members well versed in and supportive of wildlife gardening is clearly important to help 
spread the wildlife gardening message.  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://sxbrc.org.uk/news/privet-sawfly-__macrophya-punctumalbum__
http://www.genesislandscapes.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/wardropandstevenson/
https://www.facebook.com/wardropandstevenson/
http://www.the-gardenmakers.co.uk/
http://www.claudiadeyongdesigns.com/
http://www.claudiadeyongdesigns.com/


13 
 

Sheffield Grey to Green 

The first phase of the Grey to Green Corridor, an exciting project to transform Sheffield’s Riverside 
Business District, is nearing completion.  
 
The £3.6m scheme aims to transform 1.2 kilometres of redundant roads into attractive new linear public 
spaces. It will feature the longest retro-fit sustainable urban drainage system (SUDS) in the UK, 
innovative perennial meadows, rain gardens and public art. So far, around half of the work has been 
completed. 
 
A collaboration between Sheffield City Council, the University of Sheffield, Amey and Robert Bray 
Associates,  the planting is being overseen by Nigel Dunnett using the 'random planting' approach for 
naturalistic mixes of perennials, grasses and bulbs. The scheme shows the potential for urban 
horticulture of innovative urban greening. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wildlife Gardening Campaigns 
 

Bee Cause 
Friends of the Earth are highlighting the plight of all our 260 or so species of bees, and the role they play 
as pollinators, in their project called The Bee Cause. The comprehensive webpages include facts about 
bees, resources for local communities, teachers, farmers and local authorities. Plus you can apply to get 
a Bee Kit which includes flower seeds and an identification guide. The Great British Bee Count uses a 
free-to-download app for you to record bees where you see them, and so far almost 400,000 have been 
recorded. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5 ways to help a hedgehog 
Liz Truss, the Environment Secretary, has lent her Government's support to the British Hedgehog 
Preservation Society and the People’s Trust for Endangered Species to highlight five simple steps to 
transform gardens into ‘hedgehog havens’.  
 
The five tips are: 

 Let areas of garden grow wild to mimic hedgehogs’ natural habitat 

 Provide shelter in the colder months through logs piles and compost heaps 

 Use garden chemicals such as slug pellets carefully 

 Leave out water and foods such as boiled eggs, chopped nuts and sultanas 

 Consider planting hedgerows to help hedgehogs move between gardens. 
 
PTES's excellent Hedgehog Street project continues, with people continuing to cut holes in fences and 
record live and dead Hedgehogs. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/planning-and-city-development/regeneration/grey-to-green.html
https://www.foe.co.uk/page/bee-cause
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/five-simple-steps-to-transform-gardens-in-to-hedgehog-havens
http://www.hedgehogstreet.org/
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RHS Greening Grey Britain 

The Royal Horticultural Society's Greening Grey Britain 
Campaign aims to make urban areas greener by encouraging 
the growing of plants wherever possible.  
 
The campaign has recently focused on front gardens. A Front 
Garden Summit held in May drew attention to the negative 
effect of paving over front gardens on the environment and 
wellbeing, and asked, 'How we can turn our front gardens 
green again?' Future themes of the campaign will include the 
benefits of urban greening for wildlife. 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wildlife Gardening Advice and Resources 
 

New website for Scotland's Garden for Life 
The Garden for Life Forum exists as the place 
for organisations to come together from across 
Scotland to work together to promote and 
facilitate wildlife friendly garden techniques.  
 
The Forum's key aims are: 

 To increase enjoyment and understanding 
of biodiversity 

 To support action by gardeners for the 
benefit of Scotland's biodiversity 

 To promote the benefits of gardening for 
health and well being. 

 
Since April 2015, in line with Keep Scotland 
Beautiful’s ambition to encourage and enable ‘planting for biodiversity’, to communicate effectively 
with community groups, and to share best practice and raise awareness of greening activity, Keep 
Scotland Beautiful is providing secretariat, web and marketing support to the forum for an initial two 
year period. 
 
As a result, the Garden for Life Forum now has a new website, including links to seven downloadable 
handy guides to gardening for wildlife. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/gardening-in-a-changing-world/greening-grey-britain
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/gardening-in-a-changing-world/greening-grey-britain
http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/community-projects/garden-for-life/
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New edition set to launch of Chris Baines' seminal book  
Most of you will know of - and probably own - Chris Baines' 30-year old book, 
How To Make a Wildlife Garden. Now, fully revised, freshly illustrated and 
renamed as the RHS Companion to Wildlife Gardening, it is due to be released 
on 1 September 2016, RRP £25 in hardback.  
 
Chris is the Patron of the Wildlife Gardening Forum. In the book, he has 
incorporated the latest RHS research, updated best practice and addressed a 
multitude of controversial conservation issues. The book is packed full of 
practical advice – which plants to choose for bees, birds and butterflies, how 
to construct the ideal wildlife pond, where to position nesting boxes, and how 
to enjoy wildlife in any size of outdoor space.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

New research will improve city life with green infrastructure 

NERC (the Natural Environment Research Council) is investing around £1.2m in innovative projects 
designed to improve urban life and create sustainable cities by helping us make better use of 'green 
infrastructure' – natural spaces from roadside verges to parks and gardens. 
  
Cities contain a lot of these green spaces, but many of them could be managed more effectively to 
improve the lives of local people. The work, funded under NERC's Green Infrastructure Innovation 
Projects, will help planners, policymakers and business understand the true value of green 
infrastructure, and make decisions accordingly. 
 
For example, one project, led by the University of Manchester, will investigate how making better use of 
green infrastructure can make cities more resilient to environmental change and enable sustainable 
growth. Another, led by hydrological consultancy HR Wallingford, will explore how 'green engineering' - 
clever use of natural vegetation – can help prevent riverbank erosion and control flooding. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

And finally… 
 

Natural gardens make us happy 
The ability of a garden to help us relax increases the greater the number of natural elements present in 
it. That was the finding of researchers from the Medical University of Vienna, published in Urban 
Forestry & Urban Greening. So get out there, do some wildlife gardening, tell everyone else to do the 
same, and we'll all reap the benefits! 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The newsletter is sent to all the members of the WLGF; you are welcome to forward it to friends or 
colleagues. Do encourage them to join the Forum (it’s free!) by visiting www.wlgf.org and filling in the 
simple form. 
 
The Wildlife Gardening Forum is a consortium of the UK’s leading wildlife, conservation, gardening and horticultural 
organisations, from both the private and the public sectors. Formed in 2005, our core aim is to help gardeners and decision-
makers understand just how important our gardens are for wildlife. 
 

Newsletter compiled by Adrian Thomas. All photos by Adrian unless stated. Front page photo: Large Skipper on Red Valerian. 

 

http://www.nerc.ac.uk/press/releases/2016/09-infrastructure/
https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/homepage/1/news-and-topstories/?tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=6524&cHash=d602a1faeafba661e55262493e8e9c3d
http://www.wlgf.org/

